Aetat.59.]       Francis Barber scut to school.
His sincere regard for Francis Harbor, his faithful nr^m servant, made him so desirous of his further unprovrnu-nt, that he now placed him at a school at Bishop Stortford, in Hertfordshire. This humane attention does Johnson's lu-art much honour. Out of many letters which Mr. Barber received from his master, he has preserved three, which In* kindly gave me, and which I shall insert according to their dates.
'To MR. FRANCIS BARJIKK.
'DEAR FRANCIS,
'I have been very much out of order. I am glad to hear that you are well, and design to come soon to sec you. 1 would have you stay at Mrs. Clapp's for the present, till I can determine* what we shall do. Be a good boy '.
'My compliments to Mrs. Clapp and to Mr. Fowler.    I am,
1 Yours affectionately,
' SAM. Jiur.v ;n\".' ' May 28, 1768.'
ridicule or invective make much noise, hut by the hrlji of tho-a- thai they provoke.' P/ossi. Letters, ii. aHo. ' It is very rarely thai an auihot is hurt by his critics. The blavie of reputation raiinot br Mown i»ui, but it often dies in the socket,' ///.p. no. 'The writrr who think-* his works formed for duration mistaken his interest when lir mrntiotn liis enemies. lie degrades his own dignity by shewing thai br vv*n allcctcd by their censures, and gives lasting i«njK»riancr tn itawex which, left to themselves would vanish from remembrance.' \nl\i\-. son's IVor&s, vii. 294. 'If it, had been possible for thow who weie attaekcd to conceal their pain and their resentment, the /'///«> /.i«/ might have made its way very slowly in the world.' //<, viit. r;t>, I LUV-kins (Life of Johnson, p. 348) says that, 'anninst pernonal abu«sr Jntui-son was ever armed by a reflection that I have beard him wirr: "Alas! reputation would be of little worth, wm* it in tin every concealed enemy to deprive UH of it."' In hh /'•«/. ( Works, x. 359), Johnson makes Mr. Lyttetton .nay ; ' No man into contempt hut those who deserve it,' Add-on in /'Ac /' No. 40, says, that ' there is not a more mt-lanrholy olijptt in thr world than a man who has written btmBelf down.' See also Ut«»wrlt\ Hebrides, near the end.
1 Barber had entered Johnson's service in 1752 (t\ntt\ \, syyi Ninr years before this letter was written 'lie; had bmi u Nailcir on buuni ,t frigate (ante, i. 403), so that lie was aumewluit old ten- u boy.
Sotw
full either of
